
BasicMed Frequently Asked Questions 

General: 

Q: How did the FAA come up with these BasicMed requirements? 

A: The FAA did not develop these requirements. The requirements are from the U.S. Congress, 
which enacted the FAA Extension, Safety, and Security Act of 2016 (PL 114-190) (FESSA) on 
July 15, 2016. Section 2307 of FESSA, Medical Certification of Certain Small Aircraft Pilots, 
directed the FAA to “issue or revise regulations to ensure that an individual may operate as pilot 
in command of a covered aircraft” if the pilot and aircraft meet certain prescribed conditions as 
outlined in FESSA. 

 

Q: Is there a grace period for meeting BasicMed?  

A:  You can operate a covered aircraft either with a medical certificate, or by using BasicMed 
privileges.  If you don’t meet all of the BasicMed requirements, then you must hold an FAA 
medical certificate.  

 

Q:  Does BasicMed affect Sport Pilots? 

A:  No.  If you are exercising Sport Pilot privileges in an aircraft that meets the definition of a 
light-sport aircraft, then you may continue to operate using either a driver’s license or an FAA 
medical certificate.  BasicMed privileges are not intended to be exercised by Sport Pilots. 

 

Q: What documents do I need to carry to exercise BasicMed? 

A:  Only a valid driver’s license (in addition to the other required documents not identified under 
BasicMed, such as your pilot certificate and photo ID [which can be your driver’s license]). 

 

Q:  What documentation do I need to keep? 

A:  You only need to keep a copy of your Comprehensive Medical Examination Checklist and 
your medical education course completion certificate.  You can store these in your logbook, or 
you can store them electronically in any format, as long as you can produce an accurate 
representation of these documents at the request of the FAA.  You don’t have to carry these 
documents while flying under BasicMed. 

 



Q: Can I exercise my CFI, as PIC, under BasicMed? 

A: Yes, as long as you are flying a covered aircraft. 

 

Q: Can I use BasicMed to act as a safety pilot, rather than holding a medical? 

A: Only if you’re acting as PIC while performing the duties of safety pilot.  BasicMed applies 
only to people acting as PIC; it cannot be exercised by safety pilots who are not acting as PIC but 
are required crewmembers. 

 

Q: Do I still have to have a flight review required by § 61.56? 

A: Yes.  BasicMed does not affect any pilot requirement other than the holding an FAA medical 
certificate. 

 

Q: I’ve mislaid my BasicMed course completion certificate.  Can I still fly under BasicMed? 

A: No.  Although they don’t need to have them in your personal possession, you must be able to 
produce the BasicMed course completion and the completed CMEC (or an accurate and legible 
representation of those documents) while operating under BasicMed. You should contact the 
provider of the medical course to obtain a replacement course completion certificate. 

 

Q: Can I tow advertising banners or gliders while exercising BasicMed? 

A: Yes, as long as you are not receiving any compensation for those flights. 

 

Q: Can I use BasicMed privileges to take an Airline Transport Pilot practical test? 

A: Yes.  A person taking any FAA practical test is exercising no more than private pilot 
privileges because the operation is not being conducted for compensation or hire. 

 

Q: I use an electronic pilot logbook.  Can I use this to store my BasicMed documentation? 

A: You can attach those documents to your electronic logbook, or you may store them in any 
other fashion as long as an accurate and legible representation of those documents can be made 
available upon request, the same as for your pilot logbook. 



 

Q: The medical course required that I enter my personal information and the name and license 
number of the physician who conducted my individual medical examination.  Why is the FAA 
collecting this information? 

A: The legislation (FESSA) requires the FAA to collect that information.  The pilot’s personal 
information will be used to conduct the NDR check.  The FAA will store the information it is 
required by FESSA to collect in the airman’s record.  

 

Hold, or have held, a Medical Certificate since July 15, 2006. 

Q:  I can’t remember if my medical certificate was valid after July 15, 2006.  How can I find out 
if I meet the BasicMed requirements? 

A:  You may contact Federal Aviation Administration, Medical Certification Branch, AAM-331, 
P O Box 26200, Oklahoma City, OK 73125-9914 (phone: 405-954-4821) to ask when your most 
recent medical certificate expires or to request a copy of your most recent medical certificate.  

 

Q: Can I exercise BasicMed and hold a medical certificate at the same time? 

A: Yes.  If you are operating under BasicMed, then you must comply with the BasicMed 
operating limitations (such as flying only within the U.S. and at or less than 250 knots).  When 
operating under BasicMed, you are not exercising the privileges of your medical certificate. 

 

Q: My medical certificate expired in 2011 and I submitted an application for an FAA medical 
certificate using MedExpress but I never went to an AME for my physical exam.  Does this 
application prevent me from using the previous medical certificate to meet the requirement to 
hold a medical at any point after July 15, 2006? 

A: No.  Since an AME never accessed your application, you didn’t complete the application 
process and you may use the previous medical certificate (before you submitted your MedXpress 
application) to comply with BasicMed. 

 

Q: My most recent medical certificate was suspended by the FAA and then later reinstated.  May 
I operate under BasicMed? 

A: No.  If your most recent medical certificate was suspended (even if it was later reinstated) you 
must obtain a new FAA medical certificate of any class before operating under BasicMed. 

 



Comprehensive Medical Examination 

Q: How do I find a physician to conduct the BasicMed medical examination? 

A: Any physician who is familiar with your complete health history would be a good choice. 
Also, some AMEs may elect to provide medical examinations under BasicMed.  

 

Q: My State-licensed physician who conducted my medical examination refused to sign the 
CMEC. What can I do? 

A: You should check with your physician to see what the medical reasons were behind his or her 
decision not to sign the CMEC. You may not operate under BasicMed without a completed 
CMEC, and the FAA strongly recommends addressing those medical issues before flying under 
any circumstances. 
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